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But small boats are often hauled through the rapids, as many as 200 men being harnessed at the same time to a single boat. As the, waters rush through the narrow passage they wear away the sides of the cliffs, dash the boulders from side to side, grind the loose rocks into fine mud, and carry this, with their other loads, from the mountains, to be dropped lower down where the speed of the current is slower. The plain that surrounds the lower part of the Yang-tse-Kiang is made up of the mud brought down by the river. There are, however, rarely any floods like those of the Hwang-Ho, for the Yang-tse-Kiang is connected, by means of short tributaries, with a number of lakes, and these lakes have to be filled up first before the river can rise high enough to overflow its banks.
South of the Yang-tse-Kiang are more ranges of mountains, and then comes the basin of the third of the big rivers, the Si-Kiang. This rises in the high lands of Yunnan and flows eastwards. At its mouth it forms a large delta and in its course there are a number of rapids; but it is, all the same, a fairly useful waterway.
If tea grows on the sides of mountains it will probably grow in one or both of the valleys of the two rivers last mentioned. But, secondly, tea requires warmth and moisture. The north of China is farther north than London ; the